
 
THE EASTMEDPIPELINE PROJECT 

 

The EastMed Pipeline will connect the East Mediterranean natural gas sources to the 

European gas system, through a dedicated connection via a completely new route, 

integrating markets along the way and enhancing diversification.  

The pipeline, which is the region’s key export option,has an initial capacity of 10 billion cubic 

meters of gas, which can be expanded up to 20 billion cubic meters in a subsequent phase 

as additional energy supplies become available. 

 

About 1900 km long, the 1.300-km offshore gas pipeline runs from the offshore fields and 

links Israel, Cyprus and Crete, before traversing 600 km in Western Greece, through the 

Peloponnese, to its final 210 km stretch along the Ionian coast to reach Italy via the Poseidon 

pipeline.  

 

The connection to Poseidon, enables the EastMed to deliver additional diversified gas 

sources from the Levantine basin to the heart of Europe. Altogether, it constitutes an 

interconnection between the East Mediterranean gas resources to the European markets via 

Cyprus, Greece, and Italy and onwards to other markets in the Southeast Europe. 

 

The pipelinecontributes to Europe’s energy security by enhancing diversification of sources 

and routes and supporting domestic production in the face of the continent’s decline of 

traditional indigenous sources. At the same time, it broadens s Europe's supply capacity 

through the Southern Corridor and strengthens ties between the nations of the 

Mediterranean region.  

 

 

 
 

 



• The Project Promoter 

EastMed is developed by IGI Poseidon S.A., a 50-50% JV Development Company between 

DEPA and Edison Spa.  

From many years the project promoter has worked to create access to diversified new 

sources of supplyin line with the EU’sEnergy Security policies and Southern Gas Corridor 

strategy. 

 

• Status of development 

Due to the support of the EU and the efforts of the Project Promoter, the EastMed Pipeline 

is today a technically feasible and commercially competitive project to ensure a long-term 

connection between East Mediterranean Basin sources and EU markets.  

 

Towards this, the EastMed-Poseidon project’s development is advancing,and the Project 

Promoter aims to complete the ongoing Front-End Engineering Design related activities and 

reach FID conditions within 2-3 years  

 

EastMed development in detail: 

▪ Pre-FEED phase were successfully finalized in 2018including the Reconnaissance 

Marine Survey. The results showed that the project is technically feasible, 

economically viable and commercially competitive. Its added value, as a project that 

is complementary with other export options developing the East Mediterranean 

Corridor, was confirmed. 

  The success of the Pre-FEED has allowed IGI Poseidon to proceed to the next  

  development stage, with respective contracts awarded for the preparation of the 

  detailed design (FEED), detailed marine survey activities (DMS) and for the  

  engineering refinement for project implementation, as well as for the studies  

  required to complete permitting activities.  

  

• European and Institutional Support 

In recognition for the EastMed’s high significance and contribution towards achieving the 

EU’s energy security targets, in compliance with the criteria of Regulation 347/2013, the 

EastMed-Poseidon Pipeline group of projects has been labelled, since 2013, as an EU Project 

of Common Interest (PCI), notably for enabling the delivery of E. Mediterranean gas.  

 

As a PCI the EastMed benefits from the fast-track procedures provided by EU Regulation 

347/2013. 

The project ‘s development activities are also supported with co-funding from the EU’s 

Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) program. In 2015, it approved a grant of 2 million € for the 

Pre-FEED studies e and in 2018 a grant of 34.5 million € for the FEED stage.  

 



At the national level, the development of the EastMed Project is supported by the countries 

concerned by the Pipeline. Toward this, at the end of 2018, Cyprus, Greece, Israel and Italy, 

completed negotiations on an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) to support its realization. 

 

The IGA was signed on January 2, 2020 by the competent Ministers for Energy in the 

presence of the President of Cyprus, Mr. Nikos Anastasiadi, the Prime-Minister of Greece, 

Mr. Kyriakos Mitsotakis and of the Prime-Minister of Israel, Mr. Benjamin Netanyaju. Italy 

sent a letter of support backing the project’s long-term strategic value. 

 

With the IGA the Parties have committed to cooperate in order to facilitate the permitting 

process and the regulatory decisions and ensure that the project will be constructed in 

accordance with the highest environmental standards. To this end, a Joint Committee is 

established composed of an equal number of representatives of the energy ministries and 

regulatory authorities of each Party, to monitor the project’s development, construction and 

operation and to facilitate the implementation of the Agreement.  

 

• EastMed is a strategic asset for the Mediterranean area equilibrium 

EastMedis a strategic project for the needs of the area, ensuring a suitable timing for 

conveying the Eastern Mediterranean resources. 

 

It could consolidate the Mediterranean role in the European gas system in fully compliance 

with EU Energy strategy: a dedicated pipeline connection to the strategic gas supply able to 

introduce an element of security for the Union, consolidating Europe's supply capacity 

through a solid Southern Corridor.  

 

More Information about the project can be found at the website of the Project Promoter IGI 

Poseidon S.A. www.igi-poseidon.com. 
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